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Low hanging fruit – RIGHT NOW!

Envelope Upgrades (Windows, Roof, Walls)   ◆ Heat Pumps ◆ Appliance Upgrades   ◆ Solar   ◆ EV



The new language of carbon 



Two types of carbon in buildings

Illustration by Stacy Smedley of Skanska



Carbon benefits of wood

• Le ss e ne rg y inte nsive  to 

manufacture than steel or 

concrete

• Le ss fossil fue l consume d  

during manufacturing

• Avoid  p roce ss e missions

• Carbon storag e  in fore sts and 

p romote  fore st health

• Extended carbon storag e  in 

p rod ucts



Wood is good!

89% of Maine 
consists of forests 
(the most of any state)

Oregon State Peavy Hall - StructureCraft Builders



Wood is good!

Avesta Housing – Wessex Woods University of New England Medical SchoolKennebec Valley Community College



Reduce demand…then renewables



Managing change



5 things you can do right now!



Elle n L. Be lknap, AIA

President, SMRT 

Questions?



FIVE THINGS YOU CAN DO 
NOW: EFFICIENCY

May 19, 2023



PUSH THE 
ENVELOPE

ELECTRIFY

CLEAN OUT YOUR ATTIC

The single most important 
thing we can do is reduce heat 
loss (& gain) in our existing 
buildings. 



ELECTRIFY

DENSITY

ELECTRIFY EVERYTHING

Clean energy means more 
electric – heat pumps, 
induction stoves, efficient 
electric appliances.



DENSITY

HOUSING & 
CLIMATE

DENSITY

Photo Kaplan Thompson Architects

At the individual building 
level, site level and 
community. More units, 
sharing walls, more units 
sharing infrastructure -
electric, water & sewer, 
transportation. 



HOUSING 
&CLIMATE

NEXT STEPS



NEXT STEPS

FIVE THINGS YOU CAN 
DO NOW:

1. Clean Out Your Attic 

2. Electrify Everything 

3. Density

4. Housing & Climate

5. Say Yes: Be BRAVE



NAOMI MERMIN

naomi@naomimermin.com

o: 207 775-1927
c: 207 253-9627

mailto:naomi@naomimermin.com













	230515 Climtework ME Belknap
	Building SMaRTer 
	Low hanging fruit – RIGHT NOW!
	The new language of carbon 
	Two types of carbon in buildings
	Carbon benefits of wood
	Wood is good!
	Wood is good!
	Reduce demand…then renewables
	Managing change
	5 things you can do right now!
	Questions?

	Naomi Merman CLIMATEWORKS EFFICIENCY 5 THINGSDeck_05-19-23 v1
	FIVE THINGS YOU CAN DO NOW: EFFICIENCY
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7

	Shifting To Renewables - Presentation with Sam Zuckerman
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6


